Iron-catalyzed chemoselective azidation of benzylic silyl ethers.
Azidation: siloxy groups derived from secondary and tertiary benzyl alcohols can be transformed into azide groups at room temperature using TMSN(3) in the presence of an iron catalyst (TMS=trimethylsilyl). Secondary and tertiary benzylic silyl ethers can be transformed in the presence of primary silyl ethers, and other reactive functional groups, such as alkyl chlorides, α,β-unsaturated esters, and aldehydes, are stable under the reaction conditions.